
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Year 8 Options 2021 
 
I am writing to you to outline our Year 8 Options Process for 2021. This is an exciting time 

for Year 8 students, as they have the opportunity to start to make choices about the subjects 

which they will study from Year 9 onwards. Due to the ongoing situation with Covid-19 the 

process this year will operate a little differently to usual. 

 
Important dates 
8-19 March: Students will have the opportunity to find out about the Option Subjects during 
lessons in order that they can make informed choices.   
Friday 12 March: Members of the Senior Leadership Team will present an assembly to 
students during tutorial time to explain the process to them.  

An electronic booklet and additional information will also be available on the school 

website  (www.bedlingtonacademy.co.uk/students/year-8-options) which gives details of the 

Options Process and provides further information about the courses, so that you can 

discuss these with your child at home. 
15 March: Options Form sent to parents 
24 March: Deadline for completion of electronic forms 
 
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

There is a clear framework for our KS4 curriculum, within which a limited amount of choice is 

available. In recent years the government has introduced targets for all students to have the 

opportunity to study for the full range of EBacc (English Baccalaureate) subjects.  These 

subjects together provide students with an important rage of knowledge and skills, and they 

are highly regarded by employers and universities. We therefore make the full range of 

EBacc subjects available to all students. 

 
The EBacc is: 

• English language and literature 

• maths 

• the sciences 

• geography or history 

• a language 
 
At Bedlington Academy, all students study a core curriculum which includes English 
Language and Literature, Maths, and three science subjects. All students must select 
geography or history as their first Option choice to complete their core curriculum. As 
studying a language is required for students who are likely to progress to university in the 
future, students in higher sets will therefore select Spanish as their second Option choice. 
We would emphasise that Spanish is available as an option to all students and would 
encourage all students to consider studying Spanish at KS4. All students will make four 
choices in total and will also indicate two reserve choices.  
 



 

It is extremely important that these choices are considered wisely as the decisions made 
now will follow them to the end of Year 11and beyond, and we would not want any student to 
make decisions now that may give cause for regret at a later date. Please do read the 
options booklet and accompanying information carefully and discuss your child’s options 
with them. 
 
Options Forms 
The Options Form will be sent to you via text message as an electronic form to complete in 
the week commencing 15 March. There will also be an opportunity during this week for you 
to have a telephone appointment with a senior member of staff to discuss any queries about 
subject choices. The deadline for completion of the form is Wednesday 24 March.  Following 
the return of the Options form, choices will be reviewed to ensure that a balanced selection 
has been made; this will involve looking at a student's current progress in their preferred 
subjects and will take into account reports from subject staff.  
 
We create our Key Stage 4 timetable based on student choices and we will do our best to 
accommodate as many pupils’ first choice subjects as we can. However, it is possible that 
for a small group of students we may not be able to give them their first choices. Please note 
that the reserve subject choice as indicated on the form would only be used after 
consultation with students and parents. 
 
Please ensure your completed Options Form is returned by Wednesday 24 March.  
 
 
Miss C Trainor 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

 


