4 January 2022
Dear Parent/Carer
Firstly, I would like to wish a very Happy New Year to you and your families. You will recall
that I wrote to you at the end of the Autumn Term outlining arrangements for the end of term
and start of term. Following the publication of further government guidance for schools on 2
January 2022, I am writing to provide an update about arrangements for the start of the
Spring Term.
Please read the following information carefully.
Start of term arrangements
Due to updated government guidance relating to Covid testing in school at the start of term,
we have been advised to stagger the return of students. As a reminder, students will return
to school as follows:
• Years 10-13 will return on Wednesday 5 January
• Years 7-9 will return on Thursday 6 January
All students should arrive on site by 8:45am. Please note that from 5 January, all students
will finish at the usual finish time of 3:00pm.
All students should be in full school uniform and fully equipped for their return to school. For
a reminder of our uniform and equipment expectations, please see Uniform | Bedlington
Academy
Covid-19 Update
Due to recent developments regarding the Omicron variant of Covid-19 in the UK, the
Department for Education has issued updated guidance for schools which we are following
very carefully. For a summary of these measures, please see the attached guidance leaflet.
The following measures will be in place in school from 4 January to minimise the risk of
transmission:
Face Coverings
Face coverings should be worn indoors in school in all communal areas and now also in
classrooms by students and staff, unless they are medically exempt (teaching staff may
remove face coverings when teaching at the front of the room). Face coverings should also
be worn on public and school transport. Please ensure that your child has a supply of face
coverings to bring to school with them. Reusable face coverings should be cleaned
regularly. Replacement face coverings are available from reception for a small charge.
Testing
Students are being asked to undertake one test on-site in school at the start of term,
followed by an LFD self-test at home 3-4 days later. They should then continue to test twice
weekly and report the results, in line with government guidelines. Tests are available for
students to collect at any time from reception.
A consent form was issued to parents with the closing date of 9 December 2021, and all
students that we have for consent will be tested on their return to school.
If your child tests positive on a lateral flow test, whether or not they have symptoms, it is
important that they do not attend school and that they book a PCR test immediately. LFD
testing helps identify asymptomatic positive cases quickly so that those who test positive can
self-isolate and not pass on the virus to others. Anyone with symptoms of Covid-19 should
self-isolate and book a PCR test via the NHS website Get tested for coronavirus (COVID-19)
- NHS (www.nhs.uk) or by calling the NHS 111 helpline.

Contact tracing and isolation
Close contacts of those testing positive who are age 18 years 6 months or younger, or fully
vaccinated adults, no longer need to self-isolate under normal circumstances (please note
the government guidance on isolation for close contacts was updated on 23 December).
Instead, these close contacts are advised to take an LFD test every day for at least 7 days.
Please note that schools are not involved in contact tracing; this process is managed solely
by the NHS who will contact you if you are a close contact of a positive case and advise if
you need to isolate.
If your child does have to isolate, remote learning work will be provided. This will either be
an assignment set in MS Teams, or a link to the live lesson. Please see our website for a
reminder of our remote learning provision: Remote education provision: Information for
parents | Bedlington Academy
Entry and exit to the building
Years 7-9 will continue to enter and exit school via the main drive and the side gates to the
yard; years 10 and 11 will continue to enter and exit via the rear door; Sixth Form students
should continue to enter and exit via the main entrance. Staggering these entry points has
helped improve the flow of students around the building and reduce busy ‘pinch points’.
Please note that from the start of the Spring Term we will revert to a 3:00pm finish time for
all year groups.
Limiting events and visitors into school
We are currently limiting face to face events and meetings in school and moving nonessential events online where it is practical to do so. Essential meetings will continue to take
place face to face, with appropriate Covid-19 controls in place. Please note that extracurricular activities and interventions for students will continue to take place, however face
coverings will need to be worn for indoor activities.
Vaccination
If your child is age 12 or over and has not been vaccinated, we would strongly encourage
you to book them in for their vaccine. Vaccines are now also to be offered to clinically
vulnerable children aged 5-11. Advice from the NHS is that vaccines are the best defence
against Covid-19. The vaccination team have already visited school, however if your child
missed out on the in-school vaccination programme, you can book a vaccination on the NHS
website.
Ventilation of classrooms
Classrooms and other areas of school are ventilated at all times (through open windows or
air conditioning). There are CO2 monitors in all classrooms which are used to monitor the air
quality. This is helping to ensure that the risk of transmission in classrooms is minimised.
Finally...
As I am sure you are aware, guidance is changing rapidly at present and there may well be
further updates to this letter in the coming days. As ever, we appreciate your ongoing
support. We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back to school for the
start of the Spring Term.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Lamb
Head of School

