Admissions Policy
2019/2020

The North East Learning Trust is the Admissions Authority of Bedlington Academy. All
admissions are determined by the Trust in accordance with the criteria outlined below.
The Trust intends to admit up to the planned admission number of 122 in Year 7 and 28 in
Year 9.
1. Children who are deemed to be ‘looked after’ or who have previously been ‘looked after’
will be given priority of admission.
A looked after child is a child who is, at the time of making an application to a school, (a)
in the care of the local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local
authority in the exercise of their social services functions. (see definition in section 22(1)
of the Children Act 1989).
2. Children living within the catchment area of the school and those on whose behalf firm
evidence is presented that they will be living in the catchment area by the appropriate
admission date.
3. Children with an exceptional social or medical reason that means that they can only
attend that specific school (for example, where the child or one or both parents has a
disability that means that the child can only go to one school).
Strong supporting evidence must be provided from a professional body involved with
the family or the child. The professional must be independent of both the family and the
school. The evidence must relate specifically to the school for which the application is
being made and must demonstrate clearly why it is the only school that can meet the
child’s needs.
No assumptions should be made that the submission of the relevant evidence will, in
itself be sufficient to allocate a place.
4. Children resident in the greater catchment area of the school partnership who have
siblings already in the school who are expected to be on roll at the school at the time of
admission. Evidence must be presented to confirm that the child will be living in the
greater catchment area by the appropriate admission date.
5. Children resident in the greater catchment area of the school partnership who are
expected to be on roll at the school at the time of admission. Evidence must be
presented to confirm that the child will be living in the greater catchment area by the
appropriate admission date.
NOTE: Supporting evidence must be submitted at the time of application. If you apply
online, you must post your information to the School Admissions Manager by 31 October
2018. You will not be allocated a place under this criterion if you omit to send to the
School Admissions Manager a written statement from a professional third party by 31
October 2018.
6. Children who have a sibling who already attends the school, including sixth form, and
who is expected to be on roll at the school at the time of admission.

7. Requests on behalf of pupils which are based on the need to maintain continuity of
educational provision within the feeder pattern of Northumberland’s system of schools.
Important: This criterion does not apply to those children who have entered a school in
the final year before transfer.
8. Children on whose behalf preferences are expressed on grounds other than those
outlined above.
Parents may be asked to provide evidence of residency if the requested school is
oversubscribed. In instances where it is demonstrated that a place at a preferred school has
been obtained on the basis of a false statement of address, the County Council reserves the
right to discount the clause covering attendance at a feeder school when considering an
application for a place on transfer to the next stage of schooling.
Where there are more applications than places available children from multiple births will
be given priority within each of the above criterion. If a further tie break is necessary
distance between home and the school will be used to prioritise applications (see below).
Should it prove necessary, because places are limited, to distinguish between pupils in any
given category priority will be given to those who live nearest to the school, measured in a
direct line (‘as the crow flies’) from the front door of the home to main gate of the school.
The distance checker is contained within the EMS school admissions software using GIS
data. Distance checking is an integral function within the school admissions software
ensuring consistency in measurement.
Applications on behalf of children who are resident in other Local Authority areas will be
considered in the same way as applications from Northumberland residents.
Children with disabilities will be treated no less favourably than other applicants for
admission. Schools are under a duty to make reasonable adjustments to ensure that pupils
with disabilities are not placed at a substantial disadvantage, and no child will be refused a
place on the grounds of disability. A pupil has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental
impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry
out normal day-to-day activities.
Waiting lists/appeals
The Academy will maintain the waiting list. Positions on the waiting list will be determined
solely in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. Where places become vacant they
will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription
criteria.
Unsuccessful applicants may also contact Mrs J Barker, Governance Manager, North East
Learning Trust by telephone 0191 5270757 Extension 202 or email
joanne.barker@nelt.co.uk to be advised of their right to an Independent Appeal Panel
and/or request to be included on the waiting list.
Late applications

Applications received after the closing date of 31 October 2018 and before 8 January 2019,
will be considered, and as far as possible, will be offered a school place on 1 March 2019.
Further Guidance
The School Admissions Appeals Code can be found on the DfE website at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code

